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Good afternoon. I’m Kevin Finney, Park Operations Manager in the Parks and Open Space Division, and  

I appreciate the chance to talk with you today about how pesticides are used in City Parks and Facilities.

I’ve developed this presentation in collaboration with my colleagues in the Facilities Management Division and I’d like to introduce them in the audience.  Brian York, Mike Penwell, Jeff Perry Div Mgr

Before we get started I also want to point out that the AIS in your packet and the memo to council (Attachment A) provide answers to some of the specific questions that were presented in the work session request form and in conversations with Councilor Syrett.

We’ve got some background information to share with you on Integrated Pest Management, and how the City is using IPM now,  and then we can come back to specific questions on any of the information in the memo, AIS or draft resolution. 

Will that approach work? 

Any questions before we get started?




Integrated Pest Management for 
City Parks and Facilities 

1. What pests do we control? 
2. Integrated Pest Management (IPM)  

1. The IPM decision-making process 
2. How the City uses IPM 

3. Partnering to reduce the use of pesticides  
4. Questions  
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We’ll start out today defining what pests are managed by City staff 

Then we’ll review the concept of integrated pest management and how this strategy is used by the City.

We’ll finish up with some information about our partnerships to reduce pesticide use and then we should have plenty of time for follow up questions and discussion.



What pests do we control? 
 
The pests most frequently controlled by City staff include: 

 

• Weeds such as ivy, blackberry, and other invasive non-natives, and 

• Animals including mice, ants and wasps. 
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The pests most frequently encountered by Parks and Open Space staff are aggressive non-native weeds like blackberry, English Ivy, Scot’s broom, and invasive grasses and herbs. 

We see these pests in the parks and natural areas and they present particular challenges for our habitat restoration work.

Other City staff who manage landscapes, including Facility Management also see the usual garden weeds that we see, the weeds that can explode in a shrub bed or lawn if not managed carefully.

POS staff also  encounter more than our share of yellow-jackets and hornets each summer and we take control action when these pests present a hazard to park users. POS staff do not apply any other insecticides in the parks or natural areas.

Mice, ants, fleas and even squirrels are sometimes pests in the community centers, and other buildings managed by the Facility Management team.




Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

POS and Facility Management use IPM, a rational 
framework for making decisions about pest control. The 
IPM approach includes: 

 

 
1. Establishment of action thresholds 

 
2. Identification and monitoring of pests 

 
3. Prevention to manage pests before they become a 

threat.  
 

4. Control actions when prevention methods do not 
manage the pest 

 
5. Evaluation and adjustment to continually improve 

outcomes 
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So how to we manage all those pests that impact our services and programs? 

For the past 30 years, Parks and Open Space staff have been leaders in the development of Integrated Pest Management strategies for managing our pests.  

other land and facility managers, including Wastewater and Facility Management are also using this rational framework for making pest control decisions.  

So what is IPM?  It’s an approach to pest control that begins with 
the establishment of Action Thresholds for each pest. 
The next component of the IPM method is Identification and monitoring.
With an accurate identification and knowledge of the pest’s biology, pest managers can then implement prevention methods to discourage the pest population from reaching the action threshold.  
When pest monitoring indicates that prevention methods have not kept the pest population below the action threshold, control action may be taken.

Control actions for weeds typically begin with a lowest-risk control method such as hand pulling or flame weeding.  
If the IPM strategy leads to the application of a pesticide, it is the least toxic, effective pesticide available.  

The final step of the IPM strategy is the evaluation phase. 

During this stage of the process the control method is evaluated for effectiveness and any impacts to non-target species.  




Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Where the City uses IPM: 
 

• All City parks and natural areas 
• Fire Stations, Police Headquarters and Emergency Services 

Campuses 
• The Hult Center, Atrium and Train Depot 
• Laurelwood Golf Course 
• Pools and Community Centers 
• Downtown flower pots 
• The 911 Center 
• The Wastewater Treatment Plant 
• Campbell Senior Center 
• Street median plantings 
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City staff use an IPM approach to managing pests  in:
All parks and natural areas, and at
community centers and pools, 
the wastewater treatment plant, 
in street medians and other right-of-way plantings, 
at the Atrium, the Hult Center, and the Train Depot, and
at the Fire Stations and the 911 center and other City facilities.



How the City uses IPM – Policy and Procedures 
 

• The POS IPM Policy and 
Operations Manual outlines 
prevention and control methods for 
pests in more than 20 specific 
landscapes and habitat types.  

  
• The latest edition of The POS IPM 

Manual contains over 100 pages of 
information about using IPM to 
manage pests in parks and natural 
areas. 
 

• The POS IPM Manual has been 
adapted for the IPM programs in 
the Facility Management and 
Wastewater Divisions. 
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The Parks and Open Space IPM Policy and Operations Manual describes prevention and control methods for pests in shrub beds, turf, playgrounds, forests and waterways and 19 other landscape and habitat types.

The Manual is updated periodically as new information and techniques become available and we learn more about the efficacy of our prevention and control techniques. The current manual contains 96 pages.

The POS Manual has been adapted for the IPM programs in the Facility Management and Wastewater Divisions.



How the City uses IPM – No Spray Zones 
 

POS has designated No-Spray Zones in developed parks, establishing 
setbacks of 25 to 100 feet around: 
 

• Playgrounds 
• Picnic areas 
• Dog parks 
• Stormwater inlets 
• Swimming pools 
• Community gardens 
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In each developed park in the system there are designated no spray zones which establish a setback from park areas and uses of particular concern, including:

Playgrounds and play equipment
Picnic tables and the areas around them
Dog parks
Catch basins and curb inlets to the storm water system
Swimming pools, wading pools and spray play features, and
Community gardens.


The aerial photo of Washington Park shows the no-spray zones established on that site before the site became a totally pesticide-free park about 3 years ago.



How the City uses IPM 
 

The Facility Management Division manages the lawns and beds at 
several City facilities without the use of pesticides: 
 
• Facility Management Campus and Lincoln Yards 
• Police Services Building 
• The Train Depot 
• Washington Park and River House Community Centers 
• The Police Headquarters Building 
• The Kaufman House 
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Facility Management staff manages turf and landscapes at several facilities without the use of pesticides.

These sites include:
The Police Services and Headquarters Bldgs
The Train Depot
The Community Centers at the River House and at Washington Park
The Kaufman House, and
The Facility Management Campus and the Lincoln Yards.



How the City uses IPM – Pesticide-Free Parks 
 

Parks and Open Space partnered with 
the Northwest Center for Alternatives to 
Pesticides (NCAP) and neighborhood 
groups to establish nine Pesticide-Free 
Parks throughout the City: 
 
• Awbrey Park - Ward 5 
• Berkeley Park - Ward 8 
• Brewer Park - Ward 5 
• Friendly Park - Ward 1 
• Gilbert Park - Ward 7 
• Rosetta Park - Ward 7 
• Scobert Gardens Park - Ward 7 
• Shadow Wood Park - Ward 2 
• Washington Park - Ward 1 
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Since 2006 Parks and Open Space has partnered with neighborhood groups and the Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides to establish eight Pesticide-Free Parks throughout the City.  

The eight parks are managed without the use of pesticides and at two of the sites, Rosetta Park and Washington Park, neighbors support the effort by assisting with the weeding and other vegetation management in the park.



How the City uses IPM – Facilities landscapes and 
buildings 
The Facility Management Division also: 
 
• Works with on-site staff to manage pests such as fleas and mice in 

City facilities without the use of pesticides. 
 

• Uses IPM to manage crane 
fly in the turf at Fire Stations 
2, 6 and 11 without the use of 
pesticides. 
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The Facility Management team has also reported some recent successes with no-pesticide approaches to pest management at Petersen Barn, the Fire Stations and the Animal Shelter.  Fleas, crane flies and mice were controlled at the sites through diligent applications of the IPM method. 



Partnering to reduce the use of pesticides 
 
• Parks and Open Space also partners with NCAP and other park 

management agencies throughout the West to document and publish 
best management practices for park systems. 
 

 
 

 

• To date, POS staff has  
contributed to four white 
papers on non-herbicidal 
control strategies for park 
maintenance. 
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Parks and Open Space staff were active partners in the development of a series of publications published by NCAP that present Non-chemical strategies for managing weeds in public landscapes.  

The publications are available on NCAP’s website.

In addition, POS staff are frequently called upon to provide information about alternative pest control, our IPM program and our pesticide-free parks program.  



Promoting the IPM approach 
 

The City website includes:  
 
• A link to the POS Integrated Pest Management Policy and Operations 

Manual. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

• Information about the City’s Pesticide-Free Parks, and 
 

• A link to the NCAP website 
and access to NCAP’s 
library of information on 
non-chemical pest control 
methods. 
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The Parks and Open Space Division also promotes IPM through our website where we provide access to the POS IPM Manual– you can get it by just Googling “eugene parks IPM”

Our website also provides information on the Pesticide Free Parks program, including locations of all of the PFPs, and 

Our IPM page provides a link to NCAP’s site where you can access their extensive library of information about methods for managing pests without pesticides.



Questions?  
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So that’s an overview of what IPM is, and how it is implemented at the City of Eugene.  

I’d be happy to answer any questions you have . . . .
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